World War II Resources

The subject of World War II has a vast and broad range of books, and yet it seems we turn to only a small group of resources to teach the future generation about the past.

Sometimes it can be difficult to emphasize the importance of history to Teens.  Most only think of history as,” this happened, then this happened, then this happened.”  A timeline of dates and events that they can not relate to and merely memorize.  As educators we need to rethink how we teach the important events of the past.  We need to engage them, pull them in, and make it relevant.  Stirring up the types of books and other forms of information we give them will help them understand this important point in history, and may encourage them to think differently about the way they approach other subjects that seem, perhaps, boring or irrelevant.

Traditionally we give teens a text book, certain events to read about, maybe a movie on the subject.  Bringing them the history in a way that will peak their interest is very important.  Do they like art? Provide information on WWII combat artists.  Music? Show them the evolution of Jazz music through the 1940’s.  Tell them the government mailed records and instruments to the troops.  We need to find out what interests the student and match the historical information as a place to start the learning process.  Following is a collection of resources that are intriguing, and generally speaking not always used in teaching this subject.  
Music:
GI Jive: An American Bandsman in WWII.  Mathias, Frank F. (University Press, 2000)

The musicians played as important a role as any machine-gunner, for they kept hope alive in the war-weary infantrymen.
Personal accounts:

If You Survive: From Normandy to the Battle of the Bulge to the end of World War II: One American Officer’s Riveting True Story.  Wilson, George (Ballantine Books, 1987)

“If you survive the first day, I’ll promote you.”

Of all the men and officers who started out in Company F of the 4th Infantry Division with him, Wilson was the only one who finished. In the end, he felt not like a conqueror or a victor, but an exhausted survivor, left with nothing but his life -- and his emotions.
Dearest Ones: A True WWII Love Story.  Norwalk, Rosemary (Wiley, 1999)

Memoirs of a Red Cross volunteer with letters to her parents in San Francisco.
Unique:
Grandma’s Wartime Kitchen: WWII and the way we Cooked.  Hayes, Joanne Lamb (St. Martin’s Press, 2000)

Recollections of the belt-tightening days of World War II, when home-front cooks faced rationing of meats and sugar.  Cooks supported the war effort by using oats or rice to extend small portions of meats, using variety meats, and substituting non-rationed sweeteners such as molasses for sugar.
Battle of the Wits: The Complete Story of Codebreakers in World War II.  Budiansky, Stephen (Free Press, 2002)
A close up look at the U.S. Army Signal Intelligence Unit.

Women and the War
Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in WWII.  Coleman, Penny (Crown Books for Young Readers, 1998)

WWII history of the 18 million women serving in the labor force.
Our Mother’s War: American Women at Home and at the Front During World War II  Yellin, Emily (Free Press, 2004)
An exceptionally well-written, exhaustively researched book. During World War II, females were confined to auxiliary roles. Yellin reveals all of the responsibilities held by women, including helping to manufacture aircraft, ships, and other munitions; and, in the process, out producing all of America's allies and enemies, by far. 
Slacks and Calluses: Our Summer in a Bomber Factory  Reid, Constance Bowman (Smithsonian Books, 1999)

In 1943 America's defense industries were so desperate for workers that school teachers were asked to work in factories during summer vacation.

No Time for Fear: Voices of American Military Nurses in WWII   Fessler, Diane (Michigan State University Press, 1996)

This is a collection of the voices of more than 100 women who served as nurses overseas during World War II, letting them tell their story as no one else can.  Their stories bring to life horrific tales of illness and hardship, blinding blizzards, and near starvation-all faced with courage, tenacity, and even good humor. 

Art

Design for Victory: World War II Posters on the American Home Front Bird, William (Princeton Architectural Press, 1998)

Magnificent visual collection of World War II posters.
General Information

Don’t You Know There’s a War Going On?  The American Home Front 1941-1945  Lingman, Richard R. (Nation Books, 2003)

Richard Lingeman re-creates the events-historic, humorous, and tragic-and personalities of the American home front. From V-girls and V-mail, blackouts and the internment of the Japanese, to new opportunities for African-Americans and women.

Reporting WWII: American Journalism 1938-1944 (Library of America, 1995)

This superb collection of some 200 entries by nearly 90 writers, drawn from newspapers, magazine articles, broadcast transcripts and book excerpts, recalls WWII campaigns and battles in all theaters but pays attention to the home front as well.

Through the Eyes of Innocents: Children Witness WWII Werner, Emily (Westview Press, 2001)

Emily Werner survived World War II on the ground, as a child in Germany.  This book puts together experiences from over 200 children and teens.

The Best War Ever: America and WWII (The American Moment) Adams, Michael C. (John Hopkins University Press, 1993)

Challenging many of our common assumptions about the period, Adams argues that our experience of World War II was positive but also disturbing, creating problems that continue to plague us today.

Fiction:

Under a War Torn Sky Elliott, L. M.  (Reed Business Information, 2001) 

In 1944, 19-year-old Hank is an American pilot flying his 15th bombing mission when his plane is shot down over Alsace, near the Swiss border. Locals assist him in getting to neutral territory. There, a Red Cross doctor advises him to attempt an escape from Europe across France with the help of the French Resistance.
Soldier Boys Hughes, Dean (Simon Pulse, 2003)

Parallel stories follow teenagers Spence Morgan, a farm boy from Utah, and Dieter Hedrick, a farm boy from Bavaria. Stirred by complex feelings of patriotism and adolescent insecurities, both young men find themselves fighting for their respective countries in World War II.

A Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor Mazar, Harry (Aladdin, 2002)
A 14-year-old boy, newly arrived in 1941 Hawaii, witnesses the attack on Pearl Harbor.

A Boy No More Mazar, Harry (Simon and Schuster, 2004) 

Grade 5-9–Adam Pelko's father was killed in Pearl Harbor when the USS Arizona was bombed. Now, the boy, his mother, and sister have moved from Hawaii to California in the midst of America's involvement in World War II.

Heroes Don’t Run Mazar, Harry (Simon and Schuster, 2005) Grade 5-9–In this final entry in a trilogy about a boy coming of age during World War II, Mazer shows how his hero handles actual military service.

Soldier X Wulffson, Don L.  (Speak, 2003) 

With this behind-enemy-lines look at WWII. Veteran and teacher Erik Brandt's students deem him a hero, but he confides to readers that in WWII he fought for the Germans--not the Americans.

I Had Seen Castles Rylant, Cynthia (Harcourt, 2004)

John Dante is so enmeshed in WW II's patriotic fever that he can hardly wait for his 18th birthday, in 1942, to enlist. Meanwhile, his sister, stricken with empathy and concern, is engaged to two soldiers and pregnant by a third; Dad, a nuclear physicist, is called from Pittsburgh to California for secret research; and John falls sweetly, ardently in love with pretty Ginny, who urges him to become a conscientious objector.

His Truth is Marching On Vaughan, Robert (Westbow Press, 2004)

As a student at Litchfield College, Dewey Bradley wants nothing more than to graduate, marry his girlfriend Unity, and become pastor of a church. But when war breaks out, Dewey-impassioned by the atrocities of the Nazis-drops out of school to 
enlist as an infantryman.

Holocaust

All But My Life Klein, Gerta Weissman (Hill and Wang, 1995)
Memoir of a young Polish Jew and her liberation by American Soldiers
The Seamstress: A Memoir of Survival Bernstein, Sarah (Berkley Publishing Group, 1999)
An unusual story and an important archive.
In My Hands: Memoirs of a Holocaust Rescuer Opdyke, Irene (Anchor, 2001)

Opdyke, born in 1922 to a Polish Catholic family, was a 17-year-old nursing student when Germany invaded her country in 1939. 
Rena’s Promise Gelissen, Rena (Beacon Press, 1996)
Imagining that, by volunteering for a work camp, she would somehow be protecting her family from the Nazis, Rena, at age 17, put on her best clothes, left her fiancé and the Polish village of Tylicz in the Carpathian Mountains and was sent off to Auschwitz.
Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl Frank, Anne (Bantam, 1993)
A beloved classic, it is the insightful journal of a Jewish teenager.
Witness: Voices from the Holocaust Greene, Joshua M.  (Simon and Schuster, 2000)
So much has been written about the Holocaust, from academic treatises to popular histories, but it's rare to find a book that captures the texture of everyday living in Nazi Germany. Witness is such a gem.
Smoke and Ashes: The Story of the Holocaust Rogasky, Barbara (Holiday House, 2002)
Information about the causes, ghettos, concentration and death camps, non-Jewish victims, resistance, "rescuers," the fate of the most notorious of the Nazis, and anti-Semitism and hate groups today. 
Movies:

Saving Private Ryan

Band of Brothers

Europa, Europa

They Drew Fire

Life is Beautiful
Websites

http://www.pbs.org/now/society/scrapbook.html  a site with scrapbooks of veterans.  Wonderful photos and easy to use.
http://www.codesandciphers.org.uk  Great site for those interested in coding use in WWII

http://www.mhrcc.org/fdr/fdr.html  fireside chats with FDR about the war

http://library.thinkquest.org/15511  WWII, the home front.

http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/tm/war.html  a fantastic comprehensive source list of web sites on various WWII subjects

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/document.htm   a teacher’s guide to the Holocaust

http://www.ushmm.org  The Holocaust Museum site in Washington D.C.

 http://fas-history.rutgers.edu/oralhistory/home.html  Almost 400 oral histories from the war
http://www.uboat.net  learn about the submarines of WWII
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/ww2era.htm  Nazi propaganda
