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Preface to the Second Edition

Like the first edition, this book has two purposes: to review the growing
research literature of information literacy of children and teenagers as well as
to provide a window to the best resources and ideas available for library
media specialists.

In 1984, the authors created and led the first Treasure Mountain Research
Retreat, a loose confederation of researchers and practioners from the school
library media field who met to discuss the research of the field. That dialog
has continued over the years and the 11th such meeting will be held in 2002.

Like Treasure Mountain, we felt that this book should target both the
researcher and the practitioner in an effort to increase the knowledge about
information literacy and to encourage both formal and action research. The
pace of technological and information environments demands that this field
make progress as quickly as possible to assist in the education of a new
generation of young people who are in a quite different world than the one
their teachers and library media specialists experienced as young learners.

The second edition has scores of new studies added and many new helps,
techniques, issues, and models not available a short two years ago.  Thus, this
publication is a comprehensive look at the research on information literacy
both from the field of library media but also from a wide spectrum of fields
interested in the same principles such as cognitive psychology, and the
various fields of education.

Particularly troublesome was the checking of all the website urls. We can
guarantee that they were correct as of Nov. 1, 2001, but not beyond that point.
Almost all can be tracked if the searcher is astute at url construction and
searching techniques.
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The authors are also particularly happy to announce:

Treasure Mountain Online: A Research Seminar

Sponsored by San Jose State University School of Library and Information
Science and Hi Willow Research & Publishing, this continuing seminar on the
Internet is available world wide to scholars and practitioners who wish to have
a continuing dialogue about the research of the school library media center
field.  You can become a member of this seminar any number of ways:

1. By attending a Treasure Mt. Research Retreat (you will be enrolled
automatically), or

2. By contributing one study per year – either as a formal research piece (as a
researcher in the field) or as an action research project report in your own
library media center, or

3. By enrolling in Treasure Mountain Online as a continuing education student
or for a graduate credit from San Jose State University (email David
Loertscher for information (davidl@wahoo.sjsu.edu)

The seminary will not just be a posting of the research of the field, but a
place to discuss that research with the author and other colleagues, receive
research news of the field, communicate with scholars of the field, and to
post and receive good ideas for working with children and teenagers.

We encourage all who have research studies, either formal or practical to
contact the authors for inclusion of those studies on Treasure Mountain
Online.
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Preface to the First Edition

The most recent review of the research concerning information literacy widely
available in the United States was that done by Christina Doyle,1 published in
1994 by ERIC.  The authors thought it time that an update of that and other
documents needed to be done.  Thus this book.  It has been designed both for
the researcher and the practitioner — written to trace as much of the known
research as possible not only from the library media field but to sample the
research from sister fields.  As such, the book should provide researchers with
a review of studies to help them track extant research and to encourage new
questions.

For the practitioner, this book has been designed in such a way as to extract
from the known research pointers toward best practice.  There are summary
pages of research, a chapter devoted to “keeping up,” and a chapter of good
ideas to put into practice.

In all their digging, the authors have tried to translate what is known into solid
suggestions for the field, provided issues to be discussed, and questions yet to
be answered. In order to coalesce what is known about information literacy
concepts from various educational disciplines, the authors drew heavily upon
the two editions of the Handbook of Research on Improving Student
Achievement2 published by Educational Research Service. The authors
recommend purchase of these as excellent sources for research and practice.
(First edition, 1995, second edition, 2000) ERS, 2000 Clarendon Boulevard,
Arlington, VA 22201, 703-243-2100)

The time is probably ripe for an information literacy summit that would draw
researchers and practitioners from a wide variety of fields together to discuss
mutual concerns and to explore future directions. Readers who are interested
should contact the authors.

The authors intend to keep this publication current.  Check
http://www.lmcsource.com for future updates.

1 Doyle, Christina S.
Information Literacy in an
Information Society: A
Concept for the Information
Age.  Syracuse University:
ERIC Clearinghouse on
Information & Technology,
1994.

2 Handbook of Research on
Improving Student
Achievement. Arlington,
VA: Educational Research
Service, 1995.




