YA WINDOW ON THE WORLD 

Today’s young people have fingertip access to our “global village,” from Tajikhistan to Timbuktou, but how many take advantage of this truly fantastic capability?  How many even know where Timbuktou is, how people communicate there, what they eat or do to have fun or to make a living?  Can American teens connect with their global counterparts-–- the ones the ones not glued to MTV, with waaay different backgrounds, economic statuses and perspectives on life?  When overseas stories (usually about wars, poverty or disasters) break, do ‘our’ teens care what happens to “them”?  How do teens interact with immigrant classmates?  How can we, as librarians and educators, expect these connections to be made, if we don’t reinforce them?  How can we open this window, inspire and support global awareness and concern, and help it grow? 
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Globally savvy nowadays includes pop culture(hot trends like hip hop and tattoos) and trad culture (unique national and regional customs). The following hors d’oeuvres should help reveal both commonalities and idiosyncrasies.
GETTING TO KNOW YOU – Global Teen Profile
· http://www.aef.com/05/book_excerpts/data/2503  Excerpts from Conquering Consumerspace: Marketing Strategies for a Branded World by Michael R. Solomon. AMACOM Books. 2003.
· http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m4021/is_n5_v18/ai_18225787 American Demographics.(May 1996) describes The Teen World Study produced to hip marketers to global teen characters and prefs.
SAY QUE? – Some Basic Language Skills
10 Ways to Say Hey:  konichiwa  (Japanese)  a salaam alei  kum  (Arabic )  shalom  (Hebrew) dag  (Dutch)  Namaste (Hindi)  Jambo .(Swahili) .Zdravstvuite .(Russian)  Merehaba (Turkish)  Kalimera (Greek)  jo napot  (Hungarian)
· www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/hello   Visit Lorri Mons’ Say Hello To The World project

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages: Parlez francais or get “quick fix” phrases in 32 other tongues. Be patient! 

· http://www.primate.wisc.edu/people/hamel/cp.html#foreign Crosswords in many languages (to practice). 

· www.coolslang.com  Waay cool terms and fascinating definitions, but beware, some turn really nasty! 

CONNECTING – Some Global Teen Talk
These two are popular sites for linking up with teens overseas. BE SAFE. GET PARENTAL PERMISSION:

· www.chattheplanet.com/about_what_is_chat.html  Chat the Planet is a TV show and internet community that links Americans (15 to 25) with global peers for “no holds barred” satellite discussions, to “build bonds.”
· www.ePals.com/index.tpl  ePals is “the world’s leading provider of school-safe email and collaborative technology” connecting over 104 thousand classrooms in 91 countries for cross-cultural projects. 
WHATUP? – World Outlook Via the Media
· http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages  The Newseum site posts page 1 for 164 papers from 27 countries. every a.m. Click pix to read or visit each paper’s home site. 

· http://www.youthradio.org/international/index.shtml  World news by/for teens (some En Espanol). See the Archive for Iraq and Cuba bylines; Afghan letters; Tijuana radio postcards. Career note: has training program.
WHERE & WHEN in the World? 

· http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/countrymaps.html National Geo’s Map Machine offers satellite, topo or street level maps plus to buy, email or download free (also www.nationalgeographic.com)
· www.timeanddate.com  Plug in a locale and find out who’s sleeping when you are.
· www.worldclimate.com – daily data for 85,000 locales, also average rainfall and Fahrenheit and Celsius temps
WORLD MUSIC – Meet the Beat
Music is everywhere, but the “world music” genre didn’t erupt til the mid 1980’s. Tune in these classic artists:
1. The Gypsy Kings:neo Flamenco ensemble from Southern France
2. Antonio Carlos Jobim: he wrote The Girl from Ipanema and other vintage Brazilian faves
3. The Chieftains: these boys from Belfast can really play those pipes
4. King Sunny Ade: popular Yoruban juju dance music from Nigeria
5. Mystere des Voix Bulgares: this all women’s chorus can “ullulate” to wake the dead
· www.mtv.com/mtvinternational/  Check the charts here or try various country sites (www.mtv/it/de/fr) 

· www.putamayo.com  Putamayo World Music is a fab compilation source. Also, Rough Guides to World Music.

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/world/ World music gigs/concerts, artists profiles, also “urban hip hop and rock 
GLOBAL GOODIES – Getting to Know the Village
Material World: A Global Family Portrait by Peter Menzel. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books/UNFPA, 1994. (ISBN 0-8715-6437-8) Thirty “typical” families from the 183 UN member nations were photographed with their most valued possessions, in book and CD-Rom form. Also Women in the Material World, edited by Faith D’Aluisio and Peter Menzel 
Faces: Peoples, Places, and Cultures, A Cobblestone Publication. Peterborough, NH: Carus Publication. ISSN:0749-1387.
Aimed at younger readers, useful for all. Covers a different culture or issue, Kid Power, each month. 
Multicultural Manners: Essential Rules of Etiquette for the 21st Century by Norine Dresser. John Wiley & Sons , 304 p., ISBN:0-47168428-7. The lowdown on 70 nations, so you can avoid breaking religious taboos & making cultural faux pas. 
What Every American Should Know About the Rest of the World: Your Guide to Today’s Hot Spots and Incendiary Issues by M.L. Rossi, A Plume Book/Penguin Group.  ISBN 0-45228405-8. 382 p.  Making sense of today’s geopolitical scene.
All Around the World Cookbook by Sheila Lukins. New York: Workman Pub. Company. 1994. 591 p. ISBN: 1-56305-636-4 (pb) Recipes for global goodies with descriptions of typical cusines and ingredients for each country represented.
· http://cp.settlement.org/english/index.html   Canadian government profiles to welcome immigrants.
· http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/  Multiculti event calendar updated annually since 1994. 
· http://www.eurosport.com/ Follow World Cup soccer; the Tour de France, in Italian, German (or English).
GETTING INVOLVED – Their Struggle is Ours
Everyone on the planet is not equally endowed. To try to balance things out, there are many global campaigns for environmental and social justice, human rights, Anti-AIDS. These starter sites can open the door:
· http://www.idealist.org/kt/ktorgsearch.html  Lots of action links especially for Kids and Teens 
· http://www.greenpeace.org/international/  Greenpeace also has sites in “native” languages (fr./it./hu./)
· http://www.esr.org/home.htm  Educators for Social Responsibility: curriculum materials and teacher training 
SPOTLIGHT PROFILE: LIVE8 —A Case Study in Global Cooperation 
10 concerts, 100 artists, a million spectators, 2 billion viewers, and 1 cause http://www.live8live.com/news/index.shtml
On July 6,2005, 8 world leaders gathered in Scotland for the G8 summit and were presented with a plan “to double aid, drop the debt and make the trade laws fair”. Live 8 was a global event designed to coincide with the summit to focus the world’s attention on world poverty. It wasn’t the first such event and won’t be the last. Bono, Bjork, Nelson Mandela and many other “global citizens” were there. No matter whether you joined in, or how you felt about the concert organizers, participant motivations, or outcomes, Live8 happened!
GLOBAL REFS – Some Resources for Librarians and Other Educators
MultiCultural Review. Westport, CN: Greenwood Publishing Group ISSN: 1058-9236) MR is a quarterly journal “dedicated to ... ethnic, racial and cultural understanding.” Has book and instructional resource reviews and articles. 
Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World by Hazel Rochman. ALA Books/Booklist Publications, 1993. ISBN: 0-8389-0601-X. Longtime reviewer Rochman recommends a mix of multicultural and global classics and newbies.
“Reading for the Global School Mind: Choose Titles That Encourage Knowledge and Understanding Around the World” by Betty Waterfill Stone. Library Media Connection 23:6.March 2005. p.40-42.

· http://www.itsyourworld.org/schools/resources.php  Bay Area Global Education Program (BAGEP) has a Resource Library, Web Resources and Lesson Plans online (also live) and a newsletter geared to 6-12th gr. 
· http://www.teachablemoment.org/high/teachingcontroversy.html  Teaching on Controversial Issues: Guidelines for Teachers by educator Alan Shapiro.
· http://www.ibby.org  International Board on Books for Young People is a non-profit professional organization.
PORTALS & LISTS –A Few Reader’s Advisories

· http://www.cool-reads.co.uk/category.asp? Click on the “Other People, Other Places” sidebar topic for a long list of teen reviewed suggestions with star ratings. Run by two teenage brothers from Britain.
· http://www.nypl.org/press/global.cfm  The New York Public Library’s Global Beat Booklist is published every 5 years (most recent 2003) and includes a variety of titles of worldwide and multiculti interest 

· http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/teen/world.html  This 5 page “World Lit” list: for HS Students was last updated in 1998 recommends many classic and authors from Colette (France) to Martin Adan (Peru)

GLOBAL LIT SAMPLER – Such a Big World, So Little Time
Global lit encompasses a world of possibilities from world lit classics to vivid historical fictions to recent first hand journal accounts of daily life and immigrant experiences (some translations from original languages):
Anthologies:

Into the Widening World: International Coming of Age Stories edited by John Loughery. NY: Persea Books. 1995. (ISBN: 0-8925-5204-2).  26 lyrical short stories about young people from 22 countries by noted and new writers. 
Immigrant Experience

First Crossing: Stories about Teen Immigrants, edited by Donald R. Gallo.  

Stories of recent Mexican, Kazakh, Palestinian, Swedish, Korean, Haitian, and Cambodian immigrants revealing what it’s like to face prejudice, language barriers, and homesickness along with common teenage feelings and needs.
Social Activism
Iqbal Masih and the Crusaders Against Child Slavery by Susan Kuklin. NY: H. Holt and Co. 1998.  The story of 13 ya Iqbal, an outspoken Pakistani carpet maker, who was murdered for his child labor activism.
Historical Fiction

The Shadows of Ghadames by Joëlle Stolz, trans from French by Catherine Temerson. Delacorte Press/Random House Children's Books, 2003. Tells of 11-year-old Malika's coming of age in 19th c. Libya, as she questions gender restrictions. 
Relationship Stories

Kartography by Kamila Shamsie. NY: Harcourt, ISBN:0-15-101010-2.[ALA 2003 Bests]. Amid the violence and upheaval of Karachi, Pakistan, a boy and girl grow up as best friends, until a separation and adolescence changes their feelings.
Journals

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Filipovic, trans. by Christina Pribichevich-Zoric. London: Penguin Books, 1994. ISBN:0-14024205-8 . A happy 11 ya ‘s journal transforms into a heartbreaking but remarkable record.

Poetry
Voices : Poetry and Art from Around the World selected by Barbara Brenner. Wash., D.C.: National Geographic Society, c2000. ISBN: 0792270711. Poems—chants, haiku, odes to rain-- from six continents and several centuries.
THINK ABOUT IT!
1. What is the library’s role in bridging cultural gaps, promoting global relations?

2. Where do your patrons come from? What languages do they speak or are they interested in learning? Consider offering mini language lessons or setting up a world music & program listening post or computer station .

3. There are many ways to help teens make the “foreign” familiar. Here’s a few. Can you think of more? Check out a “foreign” film or watch a Mexican soap opera on TV – can you figure out whassup? Try a star fruit or tapioca tea.
4. Go to http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/, pick a date or a culture, then consider creating a poster, booklist, book or craft display and/or workshop for that event.
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